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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT.SCUL.RO 

SUBJECT: CULTURAL PATRIMONY ISSUE AT PLASTIC ARTISTS' 

CONFERENCE 

REFS: (A) 77 BUCHAREST 3299; (B) BUCHAREST 4843 (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY. REF (A) REPORTED THAT, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
THE MARCH 1977 EARTHQUAKE, ROMANIAN AUTHORITIES REMOVED 
FORMER PRIVATE, SEMI-AUTONOMOUS ART COLLECTIONS TO STORAGE 
IN NATIONALIOUSEUM, AND RAZED A CHURCH AND OTHER LITTLE-DAMAGED 
HISTORICAL BUILDINGS WHICH MIGHT HAVE COMPLICATED BUCHAREST 
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REDEVELOPMENT PLANS. GOR'S TREATMENT OF THE FORMER PRIVATE 
ART COLLECTIONS AND OTHER CULTURAL PATRIMONY WAS MAJOR 
FOCUS OF CRITICISM AT JUNE 22-23 CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL 
UNION OF PLASTIC ARTISTS, REPORTED REF (B). ACCORDING TO 
SEVERAL REPORTS OF CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS, COUNCIL OF 
SOCIALIST CULTURE AND EDUCATION PRESIDE MIU DOBRESCU 
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ANNOUNCED THAT FORMER PRIVATE COLLECTIONS ARE TO BE 
CONSOLIDATED AND RE-HOUSED IN A NEW MUSEUM. ANNOUNCEMENT 
HAS NOT YET BEEN OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED, AND FATE OF FORMER 
PRIVATE RESIDENCES WHICH HOUSED MOST OF THE COLLECTIONS 
REMAIFHS UNCERTAIN. END SUMMARY. 

2. IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE MARCH 4, 1977 EARTHQUAKE, 
AUTHORITIES HURRIEDLY EVACUATED NINE SEMI-AUTONOMOUS 
AND FORMERLY PRIVATE BUCHAREST ART COLLECTIONS TO STORAGE 
IN NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ART. OFFICIALLY, MOVE WAS RATIONALIZED 
AS REMOVAL FOR "SAFE-KEEPING" NECESSITATED BY FEAR OF 
FOLLOW-ON EARTHQUAKE, ALTHOUGH BUILDINGS HOUSING THE 
COLLECTIONS HAD SUFFERED LITTLE DAMAGE. COLLECTIONS 
THEMSELVES, NAMED AFTER FORMER OWNERS ZAMBACCIAN, 
TATTARESCU, DONA, ISER, BEATRICE AND HRANDT AVAKIAN, 

GARABET AVACHIAN, OPRESCU, PALLADY, AND SLATINEANU, WERE 
DONATED TO THE STATE BEGINNING IN 1949, MOSTLY TOGETHER 
WITH HOUSES, IN HOPES OF AVOIDING DISPERSAL FOLLOWING 
EXPROPRIATION. COLLECTIONS INCLUDE FRENCH IMPRESSIONIST 
AND MODERN PAINTINGS, FURNITURE, PREHISTORIC POTTERY, AND 
ORIENTAL AND ROMANIAN ART. CONDITION OF MOST GIFTS 
WAS THAT COLLECTIONS BE MAINTAINED INTACT IN EXISTING 
SETTINGS. SINCE POST-EARTHQUAKE EVACUATION OF COLLECTIONS, 
PIECES HAVE BEEN EXHIBITED BY THE NATIONAL MUSEUM, BUT 
FUTURE INTEGRITY OF THE COLLECTIONS AND HOUSES HAS BEEN 
IN DOUBT. 
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3. ACCORDING TO PARTICIPANTS AT RECENT PLASTIC ARTISTS' 
CONFERENCE, ISSUES OF FORMER PRIVATE COLLECTIONS AND 
CULTURAL PATRIMONY WERE PRIMARY FOCUS OF CRITICISM. 

PICKING UP LINE FROM CEAUSESCU SPEECH TO CONFERENCE WHICH 
DEPLORED WARTIME LOSS OF ART TREASURES AND ASSERTION THAT 
"WE OWE IT TO THE PEOPLE TO PRESERVE FOR THE CENTURIES 

THE ART THAT WE HAVE SO DEARLY PRODUCED," SEVERAL DELEGATES 
ATTACKED GOR TAKE-OVER OF THE COLLECTIONS. THEY POINTED 
OUT THAT BUILDINGS FORMERLY HOUSING THE COLLECTIONS HAD 
BEEN LITTLE-DAMAGED IN THE EARTHQUAKE, AND THAT ARTWORKS HAD 
BEEN HARMED BY CARELESS, HASTY MOVING AND INSUFFICIENT 
CARE IN STORAGE. SPEAKERS INSISTED THAT THE COLLECTIONS 
BELONG IN THEIR NATURAL SETTINGS. POST-EARTHQUAKE DEMOLITION 
OF UNDAMAGED EARLY 18TH CENTURY "ENEI" CHURCH AND THE CERCHEZ 
HOUSE ON CALEA VICTORIEI, AND NEGLECTED STATE OF SEVERAL 
OTHER IMPORTANT BUILDINGS WERE ALSO CRITICIZED. 

4. MIU DOBRESCU, GOR'S DE FACTO CULTURAL MINISTER, STRONGLY 
DEFENDED REMOVAL OF COLLECTIONS ON ADMINISTRATIVE GROUNDS. 
MAINTAINING SO MANY SMALL MUSEUMS, HE ALLEGED, INCURRED 
EXCESSIVE OPERATING EXPENSES AND LIMITED PUBLIC ACCESS; 
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HE REPORTEDLY ADMITTED THAT REMOVAL OF COLLECTIONS HAD 
BEEN DECIDED SOME TIME BEFORE EARTHQUAKE. DOBRESCU 
ANNOUNCED THAT A NEW MUSEUM ("MUZEUL COLECTIILOR"; 

"THE MUSEUM OF COLLECTIONS") IS BEING SET UP TO HOUSE THE 
COLLECTIONS. NEW MUSEUM WILL APPARENTLY BE LOCATED IN 
PRE-WAR FINANCE MINISTRY BUILDING ON CALEA VICTOR IF.I, 

BUILDING IS CURRENTLY WINDOWLESS AND COVERED WITH SCAFFOLD- 
ING. BUT ARTISTIC RUMOR MILL HAS IT THAT MUSEUM IS TO BE READY 
FOR AUGUST 23 CELEBRATIONS. FATE OF THE LOVELY OLD RESIDENCES 
WHICH HOUSED MOST OF THE COLLECTIONS IS UNCERTAIN. ALSO, A 
SERIES OF HISTORIC CHURCHES-SOME NOTED REF (A) AND INCLUDING 
ST. GHEORGHE THE NEW, THE BISERICA CU SFINTI, ST. SPIRIDON, 

AND THE BELL-TOWER OF THE PATRIARCHATE- ARE REPORTEDLY SLATED 
FOR DEMOLITION. WE WILL REPORT FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 
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5. COMMENT. CRITICISM AT THE CONFERENCE PUT DOBRESCU, WHO 
HAS A REPUTATION FOR ARTISTIC IGNORANCE BUT WHO HAS WORKED 
FOR ARTISTS' ABILITY TO EXHIBIT ABROAD, IN AN AWKWARD POSI- 
TION. "MUSEUM OF THE COLLECTIONS" PLEASES NO ONE IN 
BUCHAREST ART CIRCLES, WHO PRIVATELY POINT LK UNSUITABILITY 
OF BUILDING FOR MUSEUM PURPOSES AND CALL IT "A SILO," 

"AN ART SUPERMARKET." STILL, PERMANENT DISPLAY OF THE 
COLLECTIONS WILL EASE FEARS OF DAMAGE TO THE WORKS CAUSED BY 
IMPROPER STORAGE, ALTHOUGH IT IS DOUBTED THAT COLLECTIONS 
WILL BE DISPLAYED IN ENTIRETY. CONSOLIDATION WAS MOST 
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LIKELY MOTIVATED BY DESIRE TO PHYSICALLY INCORPORATE 
COLLECTIONS MORE CLOSELY INTO THE NATIONAL PATRIMONY, 
AND DISPEL THE IMPRESSION OF THEIR EVER HAVING BEEN 
PRIVATELY OWNED. 

AGGREY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PLASTICS, ARTS, ARTISTS, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 13 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BUCHAR04904 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780288-0086 
Format: TEL 
From: BUCHAREST 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780766/aaaacdhm.tel 

Line Count: 188 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 2ec07e76-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 BUCHAREST 3299, 78 BUCHAREST 4843 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2026085 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CULTURAL PATRIMONY ISSUE AT PLASTIC ARTISTSY CONFERENCE 
TAGS: PINT, SCUL, RO 
To: STATE USICA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2ec07e76-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



